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MEMORANDUM FOR: MR, GEORGE 4, Roan / 
Acting Director 
Psychological Stratecy Board 


SUBJECT : Plan for Psychological Exploitation of Stalin's Death 
(PSB D~49), dated 20 Merch 1953 


I have aporoved this draft of PS5 De4O subject to the changas 
recomended at the PCE staff meeting of 25 March 1953 and at the Work- 
ing Group, Stalin, meetings to date. It is my understanding that the 
chan-es recommended at the PSE staff meeting srovided that paragraph 3 
of Part II (Overt Operations} be noted ty the Roard and referred to the 
Working Group, Stalin, as guidance. “etails of the changes recomended 
to the Working Group are attached to this manorandun. 
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CHANGES PROPOSED BX MORKINS GROUP, STALIN 


1. Fare 3, paracranh b.(L) - Delete last sontencar 


"This development and the announced changes in govermental 
structure, indicate careful preparation and vremeditetion." 


Pace &, paracranh (2), line 2 - Delete *almost, identical” and 
substitute, similar." 


3. Page & paragrach (4) - Delete last sentence: 


"Howaver, the peoples of the Soviet Union are definitely not 
playing a major role in the situation." 


4. Page & - Delete paragraph (5) and substitute: 


{5} Although ourrent "peace™ moves suggest that the Kremlin 
fa altering its conduct of foreign ani domestic palseiee: ase AE: 
nothing at the present time which indicates «1 fundamental 
fn the long-range objectives of the Soviet government. 


5. Page 5 ~ Delete caragrarh c, and substitute: 


e, On the other hand, the very rapidity with which the transfer 
of power has been effected, the nature of this change, and measures 
taken by the Kremlin to obtain the good will of the neople, together 
with the speed with which Stalin was interred and the warnings 
against "disorder and panic,” suggest that nervousness and concern 
over the stability of the new regime are prevalent at the highest. 
Levels, 


6, pace Substitute the following fer second sentence 
oe a. (1) and (2): 


Howaver, it is also in the nature of such a new regime that it 
east try to achieve the appearance of strength and permanence, On 
balance, thersfore, 1t is concluded thats 


(1) The new regime is unlikely to undertake any sections 
that would lead to general wer. 


(2) While altering certnin lines in the conduct of 
foreign ond domestic policies tha new rulers will probably 
ae for the time being to the doctrines of Lenin 


7. Page 6 = Delete all of parapraph "f." 
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face 2, paragraph (3) - Delete "Melenkov’ and substitute "ths 

Yay Pg 

Page 7, pavagrach (4) - Delete *Malenkov" ani substitute "the Soviet 
regime." 

Page 8 ~ Tolete all of paragrach "c," 

Pave 7 - Add the following aims: 


(9) To resist and wmask vigorously any new false peace 
campaign. 


(10) To combat wishful thinking of the free world as to the 
weakness of Commmnien. 


(12) To react resolutely to any new aggression. 
Page 9 ~ Delete last paragraph (b) and substitutes 


(b) se showdé exploit the possible weakening of ties between 
the Kremlin and Commmist rarties throughout the world due to the 
absence of any outstanding figure of stature, experience and 
4declogical prowess as the new leader of world communis.” 


Pare 10 - Delete paragraph f, ani substitute the following: 
f, Phases. 


(1) ’ . Dueinc the next few weeks, much 
expemiiture is just in order to prolong and exploit the 
comlitéon of neryousness following the eudden transfer of 
power, ‘The Presidentinl speech is assumed above, specially 
for this reason. 


¥ : » ‘Tt is most important that initisl 
vad by a series of integrated steps, Above all, 
operations should be prepared to make the Frenlin assume 


Presidential speech, Measures should be taken to germinate 
the seeds of disunity and to probe for vulnerabilities in the 
Soviet aystem. If events Jevelop very favorably, these steps 
could culminete in 2 


(3) in which the comamist system would break inte 
oven in conflict. This culminating phase in our strategy 
should begin if and when such conflict seams near, If it never 
comss, the strategy should still have contributed usefully to 
ow basic purpose. Pear 


Approved For Release 2003/06/17 : CIA-RDP80R01731R003300190020-8, 


copy OF COPIES 


fo oamniaahl 


a i. eee i | ee ee er ae 
oe TOP SECRET oa 
SIGNATURE RECORD AND COVER SHEET 


DOCUMENT DESCRIPTION ane YO. REGISTRY 
SOURCE CIA CONTROL NO. . 
wn 


way TS ‘ 
ae ee ee oA 
DOC. NO. ae ae oo # oto ea DATE DOCUMENT RECEIVED 
DOC. DATE Pe . 


copyno, “7 & 
NUMBER OF PAGES ; a 


NUMBER OF ATTACHMENTS 7 / 


f 


ATTENTION: This form will be attached to each Top Secret document received by the Central Intelligence Agency or classified Top Secret 
within the CIA and will remain attached to the document until such time as it is downgraded, destroyed, or transmitted outside of 
CIA. Access to Top Secret material is limited to those individuals whose official duties relate to the material. Each alternate or assist- 
ant Top Secret Control Officer who receives and/or releases the attached Top Secret material will sign this form and indicate period of 
custody in the left-hand columns provided. The name of each individual who has seen the Top Secret document and the date of han- 
dling should be indicated in the right-hand columns. 


z 


| 
we LOGGED BY 


REFERRED TO RECEIVED RELEASED SEEN BY 

OFFICE SIGNATURE DATE TIME DATE TIME NAME AND OFFICE SYMBOL DATE 
a ee, SESE. 

- 25X1 too apne Weed 


7 


a 


NOTICE OF DETACHMENT: When this form is detached from Top Secret material it shall be completed in the appropriate spaces below and 
transmitted to Central Top Secret Control for record. 


THE TOP SECRET MATERIAL DETACHED FROM THIS FORM WAS: BY (Signature) 

DOWNGRADED [] 

DESTROYED [] 

DISPATCHED (OUTSIDE CIA) TO OFFICE DATE 


inn ies 3 8 -] . P 16—-63139-3 @Po (49) 


V's < 


